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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a remail of the Final Rejection of 12/22/2008 in response to the Petition of 
09/11/2009. 

1 . Claims 51 -71 are currently pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 51-55, 59-65, 69, and 70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US Patent 6,381 ,603 B1 to Chan et al. 

4. With regard to independent claims 51 , 61 , and 71 , the Abstract and Figures 4 
and 10 disclose a gps system and searchable database (maintaining an index of 
information sources) for receiving a search query, and returning (transmission of and 
reception of) search results based on that query. Inherently this information would 
include a communications device identifier since Chan teaches that the information or 
data is being returned to the device that initiated the query. In addition, Figures 5 and 6 
both show a search term (54) and a distance or range (53), as well as current position 
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(52), which is further disclosed in column 6, lines 1 1-26. As stated above, Chan 
teaches transmission of, and reception of search results pertaining to the query. As 
shown in Figure 6, the query returns a list of one or more information sources (60), 
wherein merchant names and locations can be considered to be an information 
sources. Chan further inherently teaches that any and all information returned to the 
gps unit is associated with a location code, since the current location of the gps unit is 
known, as well as location information for each merchant. Furthermore, Figures 5 and 6 
clearly show that the information received, as a result of the search query, is within a 
specific geographic region, relative to the search distance, which Chan discloses in 
column 6, lines 26-42 as Zip code, City, or State. It should further be noted that Chan 
also teaches that the process and method of his invention is carried out using programs 
or instructions, as stated in column 4, lines 35-41, column 5, lines 48-55, and column 8, 
lines 38-47. 

5. As for claims 52 and 62, Chan teaches querying a database based on search 
criteria such as zip code, city, or state. Search results returned, i.e. merchant names or 
information sources, are therefore associated with a location code (either current 
position of gps unit or actual location of merchant) in a specific geographic region (zip, 
city, state), such information is inherently encoded and returned with the search results. 

6. As for claims 53 and 63, column 4, lines 35-49, disclose use of the Internet 
(network) as a data source. 

7. As for claims 54, 55, 64, and 65, as shown in Figures 5 and 6, and further taught 
in column 6, lines 13-27, the current position of the communications device is indicated 
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on the communications device itself and can be determined locally at the unit itself, can 
be inputted by a user, or can be determined by way of gps satellites. 

8. With regard to claims 59 and 69, Figures 11 and 12, as well as column 9, lines 
45-49, disclose the use of time criteria, which is associated with an event, and therefore 
inherently would include time of day, as well as day, or date of the event. 

9. As for claims 60 and 70 the Figures of Chan clearly show relevant data being 
visually indicated on a display. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 56 and 66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent No. 6,381 ,603 B1 to Chan et al. 

12. With regard to claims 56 and 66, Chan teaches all of the limitations of these 
claims based on their dependencies on independent claims 21,31,41, and 48 
respectively, however fails to specifically disclose an Internet website as an information 
source, but does in fact teach the use of the Internet throughout the disclosure in a 
multiplicity of locations, such as columns 2, 4, and 5, and that information is transmitted 
to the display unit by way of the internet. Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
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of ordinary skill in the art to include a web site of a specific merchant or desired location 
as a source of information since the system is already connected via the internet and 
search criteria is established by the user. 

13. Claims 57, 58, 67, and 68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 6,381 ,603 B1 to Chan et al., in view of US Patent No. 
6,252,544 B1 to Hoffberg. 

14. With regard to claims 57, 58, 67, and 68, while Chan does not specifically 
disclose the use of a demographic code or displaying demographic information, 
Hoffberg (column 25, lines 49-65, and Abstract) teaches that events, which could 
include advertisements based on user demographics and geographic GPS location, can 
be sent to and displayed on a communication device. That is to say that the data 
returned to the communication device is user dependent, and variables that affect such 
information can be based on a particular demographic, wherein said demographic is 
also search history dependent because the search query is determined by the user's 
needs and desires. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to combine the teachings of Chan and Hoffberg to create a system in which 
demographic information is automatically sent based on user preferences, time of day, 
and current location, for the purpose of conveying additional information to a user in a 
specific geographic region, and additionally as a way to subsidize the cost of a large 
scale communications system by generating revenue in the form of advertisements. 
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Response to Arguments 

15. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 51-71 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

16. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GEORGE A. BUGG whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-2998. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:00- 
6:30, and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ben Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

George A Bugg 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 

/George A Bugg/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2612 

December 17, 2008 



